
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR—Bishop Edward M. 
Rice welcomed Ken Palermo Feb. 1 as he 
began his duties as Executive Director of 
Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri 
on Jan. 30. Construction is underway on 
LifeHouse Crisis Maternity Home Cape 
Girardeau, which plans on accepting 
clients in early 2024. (The Mirror) 
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The next issue of The Mirror 
will be March 3, 2023.
Sign up to receive the diocesan 
newspaper via Email in digital 
format: Contact Debbie Thompson 
at (417) 866-0841, or Email: 
dthompson@dioscg.org.

Cape Girardeau                                            

Catholic Charities of Southern 
Missouri (CCSOMO) began 
construction Feb. 8 at the site of the 

future LifeHouse Cape Girardeau, which 
will serve homeless pregnant women of 
southeastern Missouri over the age of 18, 
along with their young children under 
the age of five, and their newborn babies. 
Modeled after the original LifeHouse 
Crisis Maternity Home in Springfield, MO, 
this LifeHouse, located at 535 Main Street 
in Cape Girardeau, is scheduled to begin 
receiving clients in early 2024.
 “Through this brick and mortar 
presence, the love of Christ will remain 
evident every day, with every service 
provided, every hand held, and with 
every heart led toward healing,” said 
Ken Palermo, CCSOMO Executive 
Director. “Thank you for your generous 
consideration and prayers as LifeHouse 
Cape enters this very exciting phase.”
LifeHouse Cape Girardeau will meet an 
urgent need identified by local concerned 
residents. This new CCSOMO program 
will provide the region and its clients 
with a 24/7 residential transitional 
housing program that supports the birth 
of healthy babies and assists mothers, and 
fathers, when involved, to achieve lives 
of self-sufficiency and independence. 
Women enrolled into the LifeHouse 
program can expect safe shelter and 
food, comprehensive individualized 
case management, counseling, access 
to prenatal and post-delivery care, and 
general health education. Residents 

will also be able 
focus on self-
sufficiency through 
participation 
in parenting, 
budgeting, 
nutrition, and 
literacy classes. 
Also, residents who 
have not completed 
high school will 
be encouraged to 
obtain their GED 
or HiSet credential. 
Case management, 
nurse education, 
and counseling 
are also provided 
as residents 
secure housing 
and transition 
to the LifeHouse 
AfterCare program 
and brighter lives 
founded upon 
long-term self-
sufficiency.
 LifeHouse Cape Girardeau is the 
outcome of countless supporters in the 
Heartland who wanted to meet the needs 
of this population, which a feasibility study 
determined to be substantial. 
 “Years of planning, discussions, 
relationship-building, and problem-
solving have led us to this moment of 
watching those plans rise from the 
ground,” Palermo said.
 CCSOMO and Heartland leaders 
began raising money for the project in 

2021. Originally budgeted at $6.0 million, 
a successful capital fundraising campaign, 
along with the generous support of the 
Mabee Foundation, the Children’s Trust 
Fund, American Home Loan, and 958 
private donors, have made it possible to 
bring this vital service to the region.
 “The love of Christ, through the vision 
offered by Catholic Charities of Southern 
Missouri, along with the generosity of 
many, will help the vulnerable women 
and children in need who will reside here 
soon,” said Palermo.  ©TM     

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS—With the foundation underway and footings poured, LifeHouse 
Cape Girardeau is taking form under the skilled hands of construction crews. A service of 
Catholic Charities in Southern Missouri, LifeHouse Crisis Maternity Home is modeled after 
LifeHouse Springfield, which began seeing homeless pregnant mothers in 2013 on the 
grounds of a former Carmelite monastery. (Photo by Dean Curtis/The Mirror) 

Construction begins for 
LifeHouse Cape Girardeau

CRISIS MATERNITY HOME—Bishop Rice visits with a Springfield LifeHouse 
client Jaquelyn, and her baby Serenity. LifeHouse Cape Girardeau is under 
construction and will begin taking clients in early 2024. (Photo by Dean Curtis/
The Mirror) 



COLUMN

Another walk through: ‘Walking Together’ 
by Bishop Emeritus  John J. Leibrecht

Before his retirement in 2008 as the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, Bishop John 
Leibrecht wrote a standing column in The Mirror entitled, “Walking Together.” At the end of each article, Bp. 
Leibrecht would normally share a funny story referencing his travels to the schools, or time with friends, family, 
or other bishops. The Mirror has decided to share a few of these in an ongoing series entitled, “Another walk 

through: ‘Walking Together.’”  We hope you enjoy them.

July 8, 1988  After the liturgy, and before the discussion the 
bishops were to have on the AIDS crisis, Bishop John Sullivan of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph, wryly said, “I hope the only time bishops 
stand together is not just at the Gospel of the Mass.” 

July 22, 1988  A little girl was delighted with her dog recently. 
“Look at him laugh,” she said. Actually, the dog was wagging his 
tail!  

August 5, 1988  I was told recently by a fellow moaning over 

the stock market: “For losses on the stock market, the bulls and 
bears are not so much to blame as the bum steers.” 

August 19, 1988  A friend of mine teaches mentally 
challenged adults. Recently she was trying to help several of 
them understand how to use a camera to take pictures. A young 
man asked a question to clarify one step in the process, and to 
encourage him the teacher said, “That’s a very good question!” 
He responded immediately, “What’s the very good answer?”

Lent is right around the corner, 
and as we anticipate Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, it’s good 

to have a plan on how you want your 
Lent to unfold.  The traditional areas 
of prayer, fasting, and charity are the 
pillars of the 40 days, but what is the 
foundation of Lent? I would ask you 
to see the upcoming 40 days as an 
invitation to a deeper foundation of 
love culminating in the greatest sign of 
love—the Cross!  
 I’ve often preached that of all the 
words we can use to describe what we 
see gazing on a crucifix —be it suffering, 
pain, sacrifice—if we do not understand 
the Cross in terms of love, then we 
have failed to proclaim the Good News! 
Therefore, any prayer, fasting or charity 
should be an expression of that love of 
Christ on the Cross.  Any prayer I may 
choose during Lent: additional Masses 
during the week, Friday Stations of 
the Cross, the family rosary, or time 
committed to Scripture reading or 
Adoration, should all flow from and 
lead to a greater love of Jesus. If it 
is looked upon as a burden and not 
an opportunity, such is not the right 
attitude. 
 In fasting, “giving up” favorite 
foods, TV or social media, or 
consumerism, the goal should be 
developing a deeper, sacred hunger 
for union with the Lord.  By turning 
off the television or social media, 
I might immediately experience 
“silence,” which can make one feel 
uncomfortable.  Silence forces us to 

“disconnect” in order to “connect” 
to Jesus.  But, if it is looked upon as a 
burden and not an opportunity, such is 
not the right attitude. 
 In works of charity, such as the 
Rice Bowl, our Lenten Youth Mission 
of Mercy, or other ways 
to donate one’s time, 
talent, or treasure, the 
goal should be a more 
authentic love of Christ 
shown toward the 
neighbor in need.  This 
year, the Lenten Youth 
Mission of Mercy will 
support the Stockton 
Area Ministerial Alliance 
(SAMA), in Stockton, 
MO.  In Cedar County,  
18.5% of the population 
is below the poverty 
line, which is higher than the state 
average.  Over 11% of that population 
are military veterans.  I encourage 
adults to support the Rice Bowl 
Program and I ask all of our schools and 
PSR programs to support the Lenten 
Youth Mission of Mercy.  But again: if 
this is looked upon as a burden and not 
an opportunity, such is not the right 
attitude.

LENTEN REGULATIONS
Please make note of the Lenten 
regulations.  Catholics over 14 years of 
age are obliged to abstain from meat on 
Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of 
Lent. On such days of abstinence, meat 
may not be used at all. Catholics over 
ages 18 to 60 years old are bound to the 
obligation of fasting on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. On these days, only 

one full meatless meal is allowed with 
two smaller, meatless snacks, sufficient 
to maintain strength, taken according 
to each one’s needs.  Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids are. 
Looking ahead, I note that March 17, 

a Friday of Lent, is also 
St. Patrick’s Day, a day of 
celebration for all things 
Irish!  If desired, I offer 
the faithful a dispensation 
for meat, requesting in 
its exchange the praying 
of the  5th Sorrowful 
decade of the Rosary, 
the Crucifixion, for an 
increase in vocations 
to the priesthood and 
religious life for our 

diocese.     
 The Lenten Season 

invites us to a deeper walk with the 
Lord.  By planning ahead and making 
practical decisions on how you want 
your Lent to unfold, you can take better 
advantage of this season.  It is not 40 
days to lose weight or get in better 
physical shape. It is not 40 days of guilt 
for not keeping resolutions. The ashes 
that will mark our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday are a physical reminder that 
we are sinners in need of God’s mercy; 
we are frail, on a pilgrimage to our 
eternal home.  The Cross, the symbol 
of total, unconditional love, awaits us 
at the end of our 40-day journey and 
ultimately the Cross will greet us at the 
end of life where we will share in the 
victory of life over death—all through 
the Cross, the greatest sign of love.  It 
may sound odd, but I hope everyone has 
a “happy” Lent!  ©TM

The Cross is the greatest sign of love
COME, AND
YOU WILL SEE
Bp. Edward M. Rice

Cape Girardeau

The Western 
Province 
of the 

Congregation of 
the Mission of St. 
Louis (aka The 
Vincentians) is 
happy to announce 
that Mark Buehrle, 
son of Tony and Donna Buehrle of 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, in Cape 
Girardeau, has been accepted into its 
formation program and has begun his 
studies for the priesthood. Buehrle 
will reside in the Vincentian Mission 
House, the Vincentian house of 
formation, located in St. Louis. He has 
begun his academic studies at Aquinas 
Institute of Theology, St. Louis. Please 
continue praying for Mark Buehrle 
and for many new vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.  ©TM    

Cape Girardeau’s 
Mark Buehrle enters 
Vincentian order

“Remember that you are 
dust and unto dust you shall 
return!” 
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ANSWER:

When it comes to planning a 
funeral, there seems to be 
an endless assortment of 

options that come into play, whether one 
is selecting music for the funeral Mass, 
the readings, the location of burial, 
among many other things. One option 
takes center stage, however, and it is the 
way that someone is buried. 
 Within the Catholic Church there 
are currently two accepted methods of 
burial, one being a traditional burial, and 
the other is cremation. While traditional 
burial is commonplace, the permission 
for Christians to utilize cremation 
was not given until recently in 1963. 
In relation to this change, the above 
question cites Catechism paragraph 
2301, and it acknowledges that the 
Catholic Church does now permit 
cremation. However, when considering 
the option of cremation, a few things 
should be kept in mind.
 First, the Church does still prefer 
and emphasize traditional burial. This, 

though potentially the more expensive 
option, burial pays special esteem to 
the integrity of the human body. Our 
faith reminds us that the body still is 
an important part of who we are, even 
though death temporarily separates us 
from our spiritual soul. The Apostles 
Creed reminds us that, as Catholics, 
we believe in “the resurrection of the 
body,” in that we will be reunited with 
our body again in time, though not 
immediately upon death. This is actually 
very significant, because it speaks to 
the significance of the human body 
and its dignity and meaning as a part 
of our personal identity. The body is 
not a prison to be escaped, but rather 
an integral part of who we are—even in 
death—and the way that we treat the 
body, even after death, must reflect this 
reverence and dignity.
 Second, the Church does allow 
for the use of cremation, when it is 
necessitated with sufficient reason 
due to “sanitary, economic, or social 
considerations,” should it conform 
with the wishes of the deceased as they 
had expressed them. Thus, if there 
is substantial financial hardship, for 
example, cremation can be the less 
expensive option, and could legitimately 
be chosen for that reason. If the use 
of cremation, however, is to explicitly 
deny the resurrection of the body, the 
importance and dignity of the human 
body, or even faith itself, according 
to the directives and norms of law 
within the Church, this may preclude 
the availability of a Christian funeral. 
In fact, one of the reasons that the 
prohibition of cremation has existed 
within the Church’s tradition for so 
long was that cremation itself stood as 

a pagan rejection of the teachings of 
the Christian faith with regard to the 
resurrection of the body. We must be 
careful to ensure that there is not even 
an implied disbelief in the teachings of 
the Church in our departure from this 
world.
 Finally, if cremation is chosen, 
the remains must be treated exactly 
as a body would be cared for, both in 
the reverence due it and in its burial. 
Cremains must be laid to rest in a 
cemetery or columbarium, or another 
place designated for burial by the 
Church. Cremation cannot be chosen 
as an option to allow for the final 
disposition of the ashes to be in a private 
residence or home. The burial in a 
public, sacred place allows not just for 
individuals to remember the deceased 
in prayer, but also for the Christian 
community to pray for them, allowing 
for a constant and unending respect 
and care for the deceased, even as living 
situations change, from generation to 
generation. This also means that ashes 
cannot be scattered in any location, 
divided, or placed in other things that do 
not properly pay reverence and respect 
to the earthly remains. The ashes 
produced by cremation are due the same 
care and respect as is the body. 
 Thus, the Church does “allow” 
cremation, for appropriately weighted 
reasons, if it will not provide an occasion 
for a denial of faith, or the resurrection  
of the body, or the goodness of the body. 
Even as the Church allows for this 
practice, it requires that the remains 
be treated with the same reverence and 
care due to a body that is separated from 
soul, even just for this short period of 
time.  ©TM

Much of this information may also be found 
in the 2016 document, “Ad resurgendum cum 
Christo” (To Rise with Christ), which was 
written by the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith.

Father Belken is the Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor) of St. Mary Cathedral, 
Cape Girardeau, and the Lead Chaplain at 
Notre Dame Regional High School, Cape 
Girardeau. He also serves the diocese as 
Associate Director of Worship & Liturgy and 
as an Associate Vocations Promotor.

with Rev. 
Daniel 
Belken

Question: The Catechism reads, “The Church permits 
cremation, provided that it does not demonstrate a denial of 
faith in the resurrection of the body.” What does this mean? 
When did the Church decide that cremation was acceptable 
for final disposition and why was the change made? Which 
does the Church prefer and why?

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Deacon 
Joe Kurtenbach

Deacon Kurtenbach 
will celebrate the 
25th anniversary of 
his ordination to the 
permanent diaconate 
on Mar. 21. Deacon 
Kurtenbach serves in 
Deanery 5.

Happy Anniversary, 
Deacon Kurtenbach!

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Fr. Daniel Hirtz
Fr. Daniel Hirtz will 
celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of his 
priesthood ordination 
on Mar. 31. He serves 
as pastor of St. 
Catherine of Siena 
Parish, Piedmont; St. 
George Mission Church, Van Buren; 
and Our Lady of Sorrows Mission 
Church, in Williamsville.

Happy Anniversary, Fr. Hirtz!
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DIOCESAN NEWS

What is one of the first 
things that comes to 
mind as you reflect 

on your years of service to the 
Church and as a consecrated 
religious?
 Gratitude ...God has blessed me to 
live so many years as a religious sister.

How did you know you 
were called to be a religious 
sister?
Jesus called me to be a religious 
sister at the age of 14. I vividly 
remember I had finished 
primary school and was filling 
out applications to choose what 
college I wanted to attend. I can 
remember “hearing” and knowing 
I was supposed to be a religious 
sister. I was sitting by a girl named 
Mary and I told her I was not going 
to college, I was going to become a 
sister. She looked at me and said, 
“Why not?!”

What was your journey 
to find and choose your 
religious order?  
I grew up in the Soviet Union, 
in Czechoslovakia. Strict 
communism prevented open 
Catholicism. I did not know 
where any convents were, or even any 
sisters! I wasn’t even 
certain what religious 
sisters did because I 
had never met any. My 
family found out there 
was a religious sister 
from a neighboring 
family. Through them, 
I was able to obtain 
an address and began 
writing to ask to join 
them. I remember praying and praying 
to Jesus to show me the way. My parents, 
Stefan and Helena, were supportive of 
my decision, we just didn’t know where 
to find convents or how to join. Through 

the letters and support of family and 
friends, I was able to join a convent and 
traveled from Czech to Slovakia to the 
convent of St. Francis of Assisi sisters. I 
was 15 years old.  

What is its charism?  
Our charism: To care for the sick.

Who were the most influential 
persons as you 
became a Sister? 
Where did you find 
support?
My parents were very 
supportive. 

How has your faith 
evolved over the 
years?
It has become more. 

When I was in the Soviet Union, I was 
unable to wear a habit. We had to live 
separately or in small groups of two 
or three, so the government would not 
know we were Catholic. Coming to 

the United States in 1988, I was finally 
able to wear my habit and veil, and live 
in a true convent with a large group of 
sisters. I was so happy. Thanks be to 
God that he called me to my vocation, 
to my vows. I have a close relation with 
my spouse, Jesus, my best friend. He is 
perfect!

What do you consider the 
most rewarding part of 
your life as a consecrated 
religious?
Sharing of myself. I have been 
decorating the hospital for 
Christmas for many years, I 
thoroughly enjoy this and the joy 
that it brings to those who come 
into the hospital. I have spent 
many years helping those that are 
sick. I am deeply rewarded by this, 
thanks be to God.

What is your greatest 
enjoyment for this jubilee 
year?   
Enjoying the memories and time 
spent with my sisters. 

What is the biggest change 
that you’ve seen in your 
lifetime or would like to 
see in the Church with 

regard to your vocation and the 
ministry(ies) in which you have 
served her people?
I have seen much change from my youth, 
especially having grown 
up in the communist 
Soviet Union. I 
remember working in a 
big hospital in Slovakia: 
it had been a care facility 
under the Daughters 
of St. Francis of Assisi. 
In the 1950’s, the 
government took over 
and took everything from 
the sisters. It became too 
dangerous to live openly 

as sisters, so we had to dress and live as 
others, not in our convent. We continued 
to serve the hospital. I also remember 
teaching children the Catholic faith. 
We could not do so openly in churches, 
so I would meet with children and 
their parents in their homes for faith 
formation and preparation for their first 
Holy Communion.  

Of course, we would like to see/
hear what you’ve been doing 
recently—and what work do you 
do for our diocese?
I currently work in the pharmacy in the 
Mercy St. Francis Hospital in Mountain 
View, MO. I have been working here 
for the hospital in Mountain View for 
34 years, and in the pharmacy for eight 
years. I enjoy living here, Mountain View 
looks like “home,” with the trees and 
hills reminding me of Czechoslovakia. 
Outside of pharmacy hours, I enjoy 
gardening and growing vegetables.  ©TM 

Sr. Seraphia Mato, DSF Congregation of the Daughters of 
St. Francis of Assisi

50th Jubilarian Anniversary

www.notredamehighschool.org/jobopenings

DAUGHTER OF ST. FRANCIS—Pictured with her parents, 
Stefan and Helena, in 1969, Sr. Mato received her habit as 
a Daughter of St. Francis of Assisi.  (Photo courtesy of Sr. Mato) 

Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri, a growing, faith-based, nonprofit social services agency, 
seeks a Director of Advancement to successfully create, execute, and manage a comprehensive fund 
development strategy for the agency. This position is responsible for the strategic 
process and team of professionals that advance mission-appropriate stakeholder 
relations and an agency-wide culture of philanthropy through the integration of 
fundraising, marketing and communications, volunteerism, and parish relations.

TO LEARN MORE about this open position or TO APPLY, scan the QR code or 
go to: morancompany.com/director-of-advancement-catholic-charities-southern-missouri/

Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri is seeking 
candidates for a new position, Director of Advancement.

I  HAVE A CLOSE 
RELATION WITH MY 
SPOUSE, JESUS, MY 
BEST FRIEND. HE IS 

PERFECT! 

– Sr. Seraphia Mato
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DIOCESAN NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Aurora—The Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW) of Holy Trinity Parish 
will hold its Annual Rummage/Bake 
Sale inside the gymnasium on Sat., 
Mar.11, 7 a.m.-12-noon. Come and 
shop for the many treasures and buy 
a variety of delicious baked goods.

Belleville, IL—The National Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Snows will offer 
a four-part Scripture study series 
entitled, “The Day Jesus Died: The 
Passion Narratives” on the following 
Saturdays: Mar. 11, Mar. 18, Mar. 
25, and April 1 at the Shrine Visitors 
Center. The presenter will be Mark 
Etling, PhD, an adjunct professor at 
the School for Professional Studies, 
St. Louis University. This four-part 
series will take a closer look at 
the Passion narratives in each of 
the four Gospels. Information and 
registration is available at https://
snows.org/ministries/spiritual-
programs/ or call the Shrine at (618) 
394-6281.

Cape Girardeau—St. Mary 
Cathedral will host an area wide 
Holy Hour for Vocations, Mon., 
Mar. 13, 7-8 p.m. This will be a quiet 
time of prayer for those discerning 
vocations and for an increase in 
vocations. All are invited to attend.

Cape Girardeau—In conjunction 
with the American Academy of 
Dermatology’s SPOT® me screening 
program, Saint Francis Healthcare 
System will offer free skin cancer 
screenings on Sat., April 1, 8 a.m.-
noon, at Cape Radiation Oncology, 
located at Entrance 6 of Saint Francis 
Medical Center. An appointment 
is required: to schedule, call (573) 
331-5784.

New Hamburg, Deanery 6—The 
Council of Catholic Women will 
have a March Retreat and business 
meeting, Sat., March 18, at St. 
Lawrence Church, New Hamburg. 
Mass will be at 8 a.m., followed by 
registration and breakfast at 9 a.m. 
Featured speaker is Nicole Allcock, a 
member of St. Mary Cathedral and a 
Lay Oblate with the Benedictines of 
Mary, Queen of Apostles. A business 
meeting will follow the presentation 
and will end with a rosary at the 

church grotto. For more information, 
please contact Ruth Ann Hester at 
(573) 270-4844.

Salem—The Altar and Rosary 
Society will hold its annual dinner 
and basket fundraiser on Sat., April 
29 at Sacred Heart Parish. For more 
information, please contact the 
parish at (573) 729-4291. 

Springfield—The Council of 
Catholic Women (CCW) will hold the 
quarterly meeting for deaneries 
3 & 4 on Thu., Mar. 2, 9 a.m., in St. 
Joseph Church, located at 1115 
N. Campbell Ave. The gathering 
will begin with a continental 
breakfast, followed by a business 
meeting, Mass, and end with lunch 
and entertainment. All women in 
deaneries 3 & 4 are encouraged to 
attend. If you have any questions, 
please contact Therese Kral at (417) 
766-1453 or the26rese@aol.com.

Springfield—SAVE THE DATE: St. 
Bernadette’s Guild will hold a Day 
of Inspiration, Sat., April 01 at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, located 
at 2200 W. Republic Rd. 

Springfield—Springfield Area 
Perpetual Adoration, hosted at 
Holy Trinity Chapel, has an urgent 
need of Adorers:  Wed., 2 a.m. & 
3 a.m., and Sat., 1 a.m. Substitutes 
are needed for all hours, please 
consider joining our substitute list to 
experience the peace of adoration.  
For more information or to sign up, 
please contact Marilyn Gibson at 
(417) 224-4043. 

Springfield—Immaculate 
Conception PCCW will host a 
Lenten Retreat, Sat., March 25, 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Sr. Pauline 
Nugent, CCVI will be the speaker. A 
continental breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m.; Sr. Pauline’s presentation 
will follow at 9:45 a.m. The retreat is 
open to all women of the diocese. 
For more information or to register, 
please call the church at (417) 
887-0600.

Parishes and organizations are invited to submit 
notices of future events to be printed on a space-
available basis. There is no fee.   

St. Joseph Catholic Academy in Springfield, MO is accepting applications for a 
full-time school secretary.  St. Joseph is a small, diverse school with a family-type 
atmosphere where all are expected to work hard to provide the very best for our students 
and families. Applicants must exhibit the following characteristics: Christ-like behaviors, 
have a positive attitude, work collaboratively with the principal, have excellent verbal 
and written communication skills. Applicants should be proficient in the following skills: 
Microsoft Office programs, Google Suite, graphic design (fliers and bulletins), and basic 
office skills. Catholics preferred. Bilingual skills are preferred but not necessary. Interested 
applicants can send their resume and cover letter to Angela Stevens at astevens@
stjosephcatholicacademy.org or call (417) 866-0667 for more information. 

St. Joseph Catholic Academy seeks FULL-TIME SCHOOL SECRETARY

English Position
St. Augustine Catholic School, Kelso, MO
St. Augustine Catholic School is currently accepting 
applications for a Jr. High English teacher for the 
2023-2024 school year. For an application or questions, 
please Email Katie Hendricks at khendricks@stakelso.
eduk12.net or call (573) 264-4644. Applications may also be found at stakelso.org.

Part Time Aid Position
St. Augustine Catholic School, Kelso, MO
St. Augustine Catholic School is currently accepting applications for two part time 
teachers’ assistants for the infant room for the 2023-2024 school year. For an 
application or questions, please email Katie Hendricks at khendricks@stakelso.
eduk12.net or call (573) 264-4644. Applications may also be found at stakelso.org.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD-CAPE GIRARDEAU     @DIOSCG

Preregistration is necessary: If you are a new registrant please go to www.virtus.org and click on “first time registrant” 
on the left, and follow the prompts to register for Online training. Instructions for the registration process can also be found 
on the Child and Youth Protection Page of the diocesan Website.

www.dioscg.org/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Register-for-a-VIRTUS-withOnline-Option.pdf

Both in-person and online training sessions are for adults only. 

Before engaging in activities involving minors and/or vulnerable adults, new volunteers or employees are 
required to complete the VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children training for adults, submit a current Background Disclosure and 
Authorization Form, and read, sign and submit the annual Code of Conduct,, which are available on the VIRTUS Website and 
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau Child and Youth Protection Webpage: www.dioscg.org/child-youth-protection/

For more information, please contact the Office of Child and Youth Protection, 
childandyouthprotection@dioscg.org; or Bill Holtmeyer, billholtmeyer@dioscg.org; 

or Shelly Ferry, sferry@dioscg.org, (417) 866-0841.

 

The VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Safe Environment 
training for adults is available online. 
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To belong to the Church is to belong 
to a communion the measure of 
which is nothing less than the 

whole of creation — the Church cosmic. 
And belonging to the Church opens 
up a new moral horizon. To believe in 
Christ and belong to the Church doesn’t 
just change the way one views history 
and the universe, it changes one’s 
understanding of moral possibility. 
It changes the way believers see 
themselves and other people — the good 
and the purpose of people.
 As Paul said, each believer’s life 
is “hidden with Christ in God” (Col 
3:3). That is, there’s a truth about each 
believer that is not visible but which 
is discerned only in faith. And the 
ethical change this effects is that now 
believers must measure their behavior 
in terms of heaven — our destiny as 
Ephesians puts it (Eph 1:11). Believers 
change their moral behavior in light of 
the understanding that they will live 
forever with their brothers and sisters in 
heaven.
 We can think about how heaven 
changes morality in this way: Imagine 
you’re on the way to a party, but running 
a bit late. Flustered to begin with, on 
the highway you come upon a very slow 
driver, too clueless to get out of your 
way. Angry, you honk the horn and ride 
the driver’s bumper until finally you 
can pass. For good measure, as you whiz 
by, perhaps you give the slow driver a 
universally recognized hand gesture 
just to make sure he or she understands 
your displeasure. But now imagine, 10 
minutes later, you arrive at the party. 
You park and look in the rearview mirror 
to see the slow car parking just behind 
you. You both get out and walk to the 
door, as you begin to feel faint, realizing 
that you’re going to the same party. 
Awkward, don’t you think? Surely, if 
you had known that this slow driver was 
going to the same party as you — or let’s 
say, to the same heaven as you — don’t 
you think you would have changed your 
behavior on the road? Now, to make 
the point theologically: eschatology 
influences morality. When a believer 
genuinely realizes that his or her life is 
hidden with Christ in God — that Christ 
in heaven is his or her destination and 
that his or her brothers and sisters are 
going there too — behavior changes. 
And that’s how the Church cosmic gives 
shape to the Church moral.
 But what does the morality of 
Christians look like? Again, we deal 
more thoroughly with this topic later. 

Here it suffices to say that believers live 
together in Christ, living as Christ to one 
another as Paul described in his Letter 
to the Philippians. “Complete my joy,” 
Paul writes — just like Jesus and John 
— “by being of the same mind, with the 
same love, united in heart, thinking 
one thing” (Phil 2:2). It’s 
almost as if Paul may have 
read John 17.
 What is the task 
of Christian people? 
To be one. How 
do we do that? By 
being like Christ 
to one another. 
Forsake rivalry, be 
humble, count others 
more important than 
yourself. Such humility, 
patterned on Christ, was 
something utterly new in moral 
thinking. Aristotle would’ve considered 
what Paul is recommending simply a 
form of dishonesty. If one is a great man, 
Aristotle thought — and, by the way, only 
a man could be great in his mind — then 
one should acknowledge it and strive 
to be what he called “magnanimous.” 
Jesus, though, gave believers another 
model. He was indeed great — in the 
“form of God,” Paul said — but yet he 
“emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave” (Phil 2:6-7). He lowered himself 
to serve and save others. And because 
of this — because he rose from the 
dead and is now exalted as Lord — now 
everyone can be great, not just Athenian 
men — even those deemed lowest, those 
on the farthest margins of society. This 
radically changed society. This new 
moral example — the example of Jesus 
Christ — inspired Christians to practice 
humility, which ideally is the ethic of all 
believers, of the entire Church, for it’s 
how believers remain one and how they 
show Christ to each other and to the 
world. They practice humility because 
they believe Christ is Lord of heaven and 
earth, because their moral horizon now 
extends well beyond earthly life.
 And it’s a way of life that has 
consequences, as John made clear. “Do 
not be amazed if the world hates you,” 
he wrote (1 Jn 3:13). Jesus, of course, 
said the same thing (Jn 15:18-25). The 
way believers live their lives is at times 
radically different than the way others 
live theirs. And, just as the way Jesus 
lived his life convicted and provoked 
others, so too will believers sometimes 
convict and provoke the people around 
them. But that, of course, doesn’t 

ultimately matter; by no means does the 
hatred of the world destroy this new way 
of life lived by believers. Again, because 
believers know they’ve entered a new 
and very different world, even as they 
remain in the old world. Remember 

when Jesus said he was no longer in 
the world? (Jn 17:11). John 

put it in terms of death 
and life and hatred 

and love. “We know 
that we have passed 
from death to 
life,” he wrote, 
“because we love 
our brothers” (1 Jn 

3:14). The ethical 
fruit of belonging 

to the Church — not 
just sacramentally, but 

morally, too — is mutual 
love, love that endures often 

alone in a world that’s forgotten love. 
To belong to the Church, to be one and 
to love each other is to experience the 
beginning of resurrection, eternal life, 
heaven. Again, we see here how the 
cosmic shapes the moral; passing from 
death to life, believers love differently — 
with an eternal perspective.
 And again, notice the Church. 
As John said, this love is love for the 
“brothers.” Obviously, this includes 
women. The point is to notice that the 
love John is talking about isn’t some 

disembodied abstract love; it’s not mere 
feeling or attitude. The love John is 
talking about is fully ecclesial. That is, by 
love, John also means the communion 
of the Church. As Paul said, belonging to 
the “body of Christ” (another image of 
the Church), believers are “parts of one 
another” (Rom 12:5). To belong to the 
Christ is to belong to each other, which 
is to belong to the apostolic Church, 
an actual, tangible body of people 
discernible throughout history. The 
Church is not some abstract paradigm 
or disembodied ethic. Rather, it’s an 
organic communion of believers in 
Christ constituted by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. We can reach out and touch it; we 
can see the Church. It’s not just an idea. 
This is an essential claim of Catholicism.

Father Joshua J. Whitfield is pastor of St. 
Rita Catholic Community in Dallas and 
author of The Crisis of Bad Preaching (Ave 
Maria Press, $17.95), and other books. 

“What We Believe, Part 12: The 
Church Moral” by Fr. Whitfield is from 
simplycatholic.com, copyright © Our Sunday 
Visitor; all rights reserved, no other use of 
this material is authorized.

NEXT EDITION: 

The One Early Church
WHAT WE BELIEVE: PART 13

WHAT WE BELIEVE,  PART 12:
By 
Fr. Joshua 
J. Whitfield

The Church Moral    
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By Tim Huff                            Jackson, MO                                              

On Sat., Feb. 11, Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School, 
Jackson, hosted its 7th Annual 

Archery Invitational Tournament 
with 190 students participating from 
10 schools in the region, including 
teams from four 
Catholic schools 
(Immaculate 
Conception 
- Jackson, 
St. Ambrose 
- Chaffee, St. 
Augustine - Kelso, 
and Notre Dame 
Regional High 
School - Cape 
Girardeau).  
Students from 
4th grade through 
12th grade 
competed as 
individuals and as 
teams.  Students 
scored points 
during six rounds 
of target shooting from 10 meters and 
15 meters.  
 “This is a great program for all 
students 4th-8th grade.  It’s a lifetime 
skill,” said Immaculate Conception 
archery coach Ellen Koeper. “I am so 

proud of our archers for doing so well 
in last week’s tournament.”
 Twenty Immaculate Conception 
students from 4th through 8th grade 
participated in the tournament, and 
several scored among the top three 
for their grade.  Several Immaculate 
Conception School students have now 

qualified for the 
state tournament in 
Branson in March.
 The 
archery program 
at Immaculate 
Conception 
School began in 
2014 and hosting 
the invitational 
tournament started 
in 2017.  The 
tournament is part 
of the Missouri 
National Archery 
in the Schools 
(MoNASP) program, 
which is sponsored 
by the Missouri 
Department of 

Conservation, and helps build stronger, 
more confident, and accomplished kids 
through archery.  Since its beginning 
in 2007, MoNASP has grown to 
over 200,000 participating students 
throughout the state.  ©TM     

ARCHERY—The 7th Annual Archery 
Invitational Tournament was held Feb. 11 
in Immaculate Conception Catholic School, 
Jackson, with 190 students participating 
from 10 schools in the region, four of them 
Catholic schools.  (Photo by Tim Huff/The Mirror)

Students from 4th-8th grade participated in the Feb. 11 Archery tournament held 
in Immaculate Conception Catholic School, Jackson. Several of them qualified for the March 
state tournament to held in Branson.  (Photo by Tim Huff/The Mirror)

Archery helps build stronger, 
more confident youth

DIOCESAN NEWS

YOUTH ADVANCE TO REGIONAL CONTEST—Joplin Knights sponsored a youth Free Throw 
Contest in McAuley Catholic High School on Feb. 5. Several qualified for the regional contest 
on March 5 at Springfield Catholic High Schools. Pictured were Deputy Grand Knight Fr. 
Harter Council #979 Kyle Hill, Declan Doss, Braxton Housel, Elsie Anderson, Sarah Burink, 
Gavin Anderson, Avery Hutchinson, Trenton Hutchinson, #979 Council Member Greg Emory, 
#14096 Council Member Scott Lone. Not pictured: Samantha Lone.  (Submitted photo)

KNIGHTS SPONSOR FREE THROW CONTEST

Members of the Joplin Knights of Columbus Councils #979 (St. Peter 
the Apostle Parish) and #14096 (St. Mary Parish) held the 2023 
Free Throw Contest at McAuley Catholic High School on Feb. 5. 

Eight students participated in the local free throw contest and enjoyed pizza 
donated by Domino’s on W. 7th Street in Joplin. Several qualified to continue 
to the next round, which is the regional contest in Springfield on March 5 at 
noon in Springfield Catholic High School.  ©TM     

The Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW) of Holy Family Parish, in Shell Knob, 
hosted its annual St. Valentine’s Day Luncheon on Feb. 14. Over 138 women attended from 
different denominations and churches and raised almost $800 for the Shell Knob Alliance 
of Churches to support the local food pantry. Several local priests, including Bishop Edward 
M. Rice, and The Very Rev. William Hodgson, Shell Knob pastor and Dean of Deanery 2, also 
attended the luncheon.  (The Mirror)

ANNUAL ST. VALENTINE LUNCHEON SUPPORTS 
FOOD PANTRY
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ADULT FAITH: LENT

By Mark  Pattison    Washington (OSV News)                                              

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 22 this 
year. Here are some things to 
know about Ash Wednesday and 

the kickoff to Lent:
 In the Table of Liturgical 
Days, which ranks the different 
liturgical celebrations and 
seasons, Ash Wednesday ties 
for second in ranking -- along 
with Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension, 
Pentecost, Sundays of Advent, Lent 
and Easter, and a few others. But 
Ash Wednesday is not a holy day of 
obligation, though it is a day of prayer, 
abstinence, fasting, and repentance.
 Top ranked in the table are 
the Paschal Triduum -- the Holy 
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, Good Friday and the 
Easter Vigil -- along with Easter 
Sunday. Good Friday isn’t a holy day 
of obligation either, but Catholics are 
encouraged to attend church for a liturgy 
commemorating Christ’s crucifixion and 
death.
  Ash Wednesday begins the 
liturgical season of Lent. There 
are hymns that speak to the length of 
the season -- one of them is “Lord, Who 
Throughout These Forty Days” -- but 
the span between Feb. 22 and Easter 
Sunday, which is April 9, is 46 days. So 
what gives?
 “It might be more accurate to say 
that there is the ‘40-day fast within 
Lent,’” said Fr. Randy Stice, of the 
Diocese of Knoxville, and who was the 

associate director of the 
USCCB Secretariat of 
Divine Worship from 
2017-2020.
 “Historically, Lent 
has varied from a week to 
three weeks to the present 
configuration of 46 days,” 
Fr. Stice said. “The 40-day 
fast, however, has been 
more stable. The Sundays 
of Lent are certainly part 
of the time of Lent, but 
they are not prescribed days of fast and 
abstinence.” There are six Sundays in 
Lent, including Passion Sunday.
 The ashes used for Ash 
Wednesday are made from the 
burned and blessed palms of the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday.
 “The palms are burned in a metal 
vessel and then broken down into 
a powder. I believe ashes can also 
be purchased from Catholic supply 
companies,” Fr. Stice said.
 “As far as I know, palms from the 
previous year are always dry enough,” 
he added. “Parishes normally ask 
parishioners to bring their palms shortly 
before Ash Wednesday, so there is no 
need to store them. People usually like 
to keep the blessed palm as long as 
possible.”
 Almost half of adult Catholics, 45 
percent, typically receive ashes at Ash 
Wednesday services, according to the 
Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate at Georgetown University.
 You might not have noticed, but 

the use of the 
word “Alleluia” is 
verboten during 
Lent. What is known 
as the “Alleluia 
verse” preceding 
the Gospel becomes 
known during Lent 
as “the verse before 
the Gospel,” with a 
variety of possible phrases 
to be used -- none of which 
include an alleluia.
 “The alleluia was 
known for its melodic 
richness and in the early church was 
considered to ornament the liturgy in a 
special way,” Fr. Stice said, adding it was 
banned from Lenten Masses in the fifth 
or sixth century.
 Ash Wednesday also is a day 
of abstinence and fasting; Good 
Friday is another. Abstinence means 
refraining from eating meat; fish is OK. 
Fasting means reducing one’s intake of 
food, like eating two small meals that 
together would not equal one full meal.

 “Fasting during 
Lent followed the 
example of Jesus’ 
40-day fast in the 
wilderness. It also 
recalled the 40 days 
that Moses fasted 
on Sinai and the 
40 days that Elijah 
fasted on his journey 

to Mount Horeb,” Fr. Stice 
said.
  “In the second century, 
Christians prepared for 
the feast of Easter with 

a two-day fast. This was extended to all 
of Holy Week in the third century. In 
325 the Council of Nicea spoke of a 40-
day period of preparation for Easter as 
something already obvious and familiar 
to all.”
 The US Catholic Church’s 
Collection for Aid to the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe is taken up 
on Ash Wednesday, as it has been since 
its inception in the early 1990s.  
©OSV News     

LENT BEGINS—A student prayed during an Ash Wednesday liturgy in the O’Reilly Catholic Student Center, 
Springfield. Lent 2023 begins with Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023.  (The Mirror)

PALMS TO ASHES: 
A few things to 
know about Ash 
Wednesday

BEGINS 
FEB. 22

LENT
prepare the way of the lord

Washington (OSV News)                                              

Beginning Ash Wednesday, this year on Feb. 22, the experience of the sacrament of penance in the 
Roman rite will be slightly different, thanks to three recently approved modifications in the English 

translation set to come into effect. While most faithful will not notice the minor revisions to the Prayer of 
Absolution, the edits continue efforts throughout Church history to ensure the accuracy of liturgical text 
translations from the Latin. 
 The revised version states: “God, the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of 
his Son, has reconciled the world to himself and poured out the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins; 
through the ministry of the Church may God grant you pardon and peace. And I absolve you from your 
sins in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 Other recent new English translations of Roman rite liturgical books have been completed for the 
missal (2011), confirmation (2015), matrimony (2016), exorcism (2017), the dedication of a church (2018), 
the blessing of oils (2019), the baptism of children (2020), and ordination (2021). ©OSV News

ASHES—A bowl of ashes from burned palms await distribution during an Ash Wednesday liturgy.  (OSV News photo/CNS file, Bob Roller)

NEW TRANSLATION TWEAKS TO SACRAMENT OF PENANCE TAKE EFFECT THIS LENT
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By Kenneth Craycraft         

“Put your sword back into 
its sheath,” Jesus rebuked 
a disciple in the Garden 

of Gethsemane. “Do you think that 
I cannot call upon my Father and he 
will not provide me … with … legions of 
angels?” (Mt 26:52-53) But the kingdom 
that Christ came to establish would not 
be initiated by force. Rather, in a central 
paradox of Christianity, the kingdom 
would be inaugurated by suffering and 
even death.
 Christ eschewed the power of 
violent force, not simply because of its 
effect on the victim, but rather because 
of the corrosive effect of violence on the 
soul of the one who perpetuates it. This 
might be the framework for a program 
of Lenten reading and reflection, 
especially in a political culture so riven 
by violence and threats of violence.
 Simone Weil’s classic 1939 essay 
The ‘Illiad’ or the Poem of Force shows 
us how the human spirit is deformed by 
the force that 
it presumes 
to wield over 
others. First 
published in 
an English 
translation 
by Mary 
McCarthy in 
1945, Weil’s 
essay explains 
how the Illiad 
demonstrates 
that the 
exercise 
of violent 
force exacts 
emotional and 

psychological 
violence on the 
perpetrator as 
much as the 
victim. No one 
really controls 
violent force, she 
explains. Rather, 
one is controlled 
by the force 
one presumes 
to brandish. As 
such, the violent 
will always be defeated by the violence 
they flaunt. Weil’s analysis of the Iliad 
is confirmation of the way of the desert, 
in which suffering -- not violence -- is 
the path of both the redeemer and the 
redeemed. “Only he who has measured 
the dominion of force, and knows 
how not to respect it,” writes Weil, “is 
capable of love and justice.” Put away 
your sword, indeed.
 Evelyn Waugh’s novel Helena 
is in part an exercise in contrasting 
the soul-crushing result of wielding 

violence with the spirit-
enriching effects of selfless 
service. Using considerable 
literary license, Waugh tells 
the story of St. Helen, mother 
of the fourth-century Roman 
emperor Constantine, and 
discoverer of the true cross 
of Christ. Waugh accounts 
for St. Helen’s triumphant 
expedition for the cross as the 
culmination of a life of quiet, 
painful suffering. Abandoned 
by her husband, Constantius 
Chlorus, and forced to witness 
her son Constantine’s descent 
into murderous madness, St. 
Helen’s triumph came only 

at the end of a life of sorrow 
and anguish. Waugh’s 
narrative of St. Helen’s 
patient suffering and quiet 
triumph is a sustaining 
guide through 
Lent.
 The way 
of suffering 
in the face of 
violence is 
also illustrated 
in Shusaku 

Endo’s unforgettable novel 
Silence, a fictionalized 
account of the persecution 
of Portuguese Jesuit 
missionaries and their 
Christian converts in 16th-
century Japan. The success 
of Endo’s novel is not found 
in triumph and happy 
resolution, but rather in 
spiritual struggle and moral 
ambiguity. Silence is a reminder that we 
may be called to suffer for our witness to 
the Gospel but that few of 
us ever have been. The life 
of Christian discipleship, 
while ordered toward a 
blessed resolution, is not 
devoid of sorrow. The road 
to joy may be the path of 
suffering. Endo’s “Silence” 
is a brilliant account of 
that paradox, and perfect 
Lenten reading.
 Finally, perhaps no 
account of suffering is 
more acute than Oscar 
Wilde’s De Profundis, his 
classic letter from prison. 
While we focus on suffering 
during Lent, Wilde reminds 

us that suffering does not respect the 
season or the calendar. “Suffering is 
one very long moment,” he writes. “We 
cannot divide it by seasons. We can only 
record its moods, and chronicle their 

return. With us 
time itself does 
not progress. 
It revolves.” 
But “nothing 
in the world is 
meaningless,” 
Wilde continues, 
“and suffering 
least of all.” 
Rather, 
suffering reveals 
“something 
hidden away in 
my nature, like 
a treasure in a 
field.” In Wilde’s 
case that hidden 
treasure was 

“Humility.” But De Profundis shows 
us that suffering can reveal our own 

particular faults 
and sins -- and 
maybe even purge 
them in the desert 
of Lent.  ©TM

Kenneth Craycraft 
is associate 
professor of 
moral theology at 
Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary & 
School of Theology 
in Cincinnati. 
“Redeeming the 
Time” appears 
monthly at OSV 
News.

F O R C E  A N D  S U F F E R I N G :

Suggestions for Lenten reading 

ADULT FAITH: LENT

Cape Girardeau–Responding to the challenge 
to Grow in Holiness and engage in some 
spiritual exercise, the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Knights of Columbus Council #15294 at the 
St. John Henry Newman Center on the campus 
of Southeast Missouri State University, Cape 
Girardeau, challenged its members to pray 
1,000 rosaries by the end of the academic 
session. Launched on Oct. 9, the feast of St. 
John Henry Newman, Bishop Edward Rice led 
the Knights in praying the 1,000th rosary on 
Feb. 6, 2023.  (The Mirror) 

CCM Knights pray 1,000 
rosaries
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DIOCESAN NEWS

Letters to Bishop Rice outline 
youth plans for reaching heaven
By Paula Wright                                                                                                                                           Portageville, MO                                              

This past summer, the youth group from St. Eustachius Parish, 
Portageville, attended the Steubenville Mid-America Youth Conference 
held on the campus of Missouri State University in Springfield. During 

his presentation at the conference, Bp. Edward M. Rice challenged the young 
participants to develop a plan to get themselves into Heaven. From this, and 
with a desire to confirm for Bp. Rice that they listened and heard his message, 
the youth group from St. Eustachius Parish responded back to Bishop Rice with 
personal, handwritten letters, outlining their individual plans. 
 “We wrote to Bishop to let him know are listening to him, his messages are 
not falling on deaf ears,” shared Lynda Priggel, one of the Youth Leaders of St. 
Eustachius Parish. “We make plans for college, careers, and family; we need a 
plan for our eternal destination too.” 
 Priggel explained that the youth group met in small groups to discuss the 
question and to share ideas before each one wrote a letter to Bishop Rice. The 
youth were proud of their plans and excited to share them. 
“I was surprised at how many times I heard, ‘I can’t wait to share this with _____!’ 
as they mentioned a parent, grandparent, teacher, or other Catholic influencers in 
their life,” Priggel said.  
 Bishop Rice responded to each letter received. 
 “The students were overwhelmed that he wrote to each one of them,” Priggel 
said, “They were so touched!” 
 The twenty-eight (28) individual letters to Bishop Rice offer inspiration for 
each one of us, they are encouraging and touching. They remind us to stop and 
check in on our own plan to reach Heaven, just to see how we are doing. Here is a list 
of activities mentioned in numerous plans:
•	 Attend Mass more often (and really participate, not just go through the 

motions)
•	 Go to confession regularly
•	 Go to Adoration and be focused 
•	 Say daily prayers; pray more often to grow closer to God
•	 Spread and live the word of the Lord, spread the Gospel
•	 Take time for a daily reflection 

•	 Read the bible more often
•	 Pray the rosary
•	 Encourage family and friends to grow in their faith; to grow in faith together 

and to hold each other accountable
•	 Attend Mass on Holy Days of Obligation
•	 Be more involved in my parish
•	 Treat everyone as a sibling in Christ
•	 Love and forgive others like God did
•	 Pray for others, especially those that make me upset
•	 Pray for people I don’t get along with
•	 Work on strengthening my relationship with God
•	 Trust in God
•	 Talk to God about my struggles
•	 Be more consistent in leading a holy life 
•	 Invite non-Catholic friends to Mass and youth group
•	 To get baptized
So, as we approach Lent 2023: What is your plan to get into Heaven, and … are you 
living it?  ©TM     

HOW TO GET TO HEAVEN—Youth from St. Eustachius Parish, in Portageville, posed for a photo with 
Bp. Edward M. Rice at the Steubenville Mid-America Youth Conference on the campus of Missouri 
State University in July 2022. At the sessions, Bishop Rice challenged the youth to have a plan to get 
to Heaven. They responded to the challenge by sending the bishop a hand-written letter, outlining 
their individual plans.  (The Mirror) 

*All youth must be chaperoned by their unit leader or parent. Adults must be in compliance with diocesan 
Safe Environment policies(have attended a Virtus class, have a completed background check on file, sign a 
current diocesan Code of Conduct).

Register using the QR code at the left 
or at https://dioscg.formstack.com/
forms/lentenlockin
For questions, contact 
Nick Meinhardt (417) 224-2421.

The Lenten Lock-in is brought to you by the Diocesan Committee 
for Youth Adventure Programs | www.dioscg.org
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During the national three-year Eucharistic Revival, 
The Very Rev. Shoby Chettiyath, V.G., the diocesan Vicar 
General, will write a series of articles exploring the various 
Eucharistic Miracles of the World. A companion for 
readers in this series is, “The Eucharistic Miracles of the 
World,” an international exhibition designed and created 
by Blessed Carlo Acutis, the Servant of God. All rights 
reserved; used with permission. More information may be 
found at http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.
html.

In the Gospels, Jesus typically requires an act of 
faith – something difficult—from anyone asking 
for healing. In the age of the Church, Jesus 

likewise asks of everyone a difficult act of faith—
belief that at the command of the priest, bread and 
wine changes substance into the Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Christ. It is as much a stumbling 
block today as it was for the crowds to whom Jesus 
proclaimed, “The bread which I shall give for the life of 
the world is my flesh” (John 6:51).
 Every Eucharist can be said to be miraculous. But 
not every Eucharist is miraculous in the full meaning 
of the term—namely power above nature. The bread 
and wine that has become the Body and Blood of Jesus 
still tastes, smells, and feels like bread and wine. But, 
there have been times when the Eucharist has been 
miraculous in the full meaning of the term.
 In October of 2006, the pastor of the Parish of 
Saint Martin of Tours in Tixtla, in the diocese of 
Chilpancingo-Chilapa, Mexico, was celebrating Mass 
during an annual parish retreat. During the liturgy, as 
Fr. Leopoldo and another priest and a religious sister 
were distributing Holy Communion to the faithful, 
the sister turned to the priest-celebrant with tears in 
her eyes and showed him that one of the hosts in her 
ciborium had begun to emit a reddish substance. The 
Host that she had touched in order to distribute in 
Communion had begun to effuse a reddish substance. 
The priests informed the bishop. 
 Bishop Alejo Zavala Castro formed a theological 

commission to investigate the phenomenon, and 
to determine whether the host was supernatural or 
simply a hoax of some kind. Dr. Ricardo Castañón 
Gomez, who had also investigated the Buenos Aires 
miracle of 1996, led a team of scientists in an intensive 
study of the Host between 2009 and 2012. The study 
reported the following findings: 
•	 The reddish substance “corresponds to blood in 

which there are hemoglobin and DNA of human 
origin.” 

•	 The blood type was found to be AB, which 
corresponds to the miracles at Buenos Aires and 
Lanciano, as well as traces found on the Shroud of 
Turin. 

•	 Forensic experts found that the substance 
originates from the interior of the host, which 
would seem to discount the theory that it was 
somehow planted from outside. 

•	 Part of the blood was found to have been 
coagulated since 2006, but further examination 
shows the presence of flesh blood from 2010. 

•	 The blood contains intact white blood cells, red 
blood cells, and active macrophages that engulf 
lipids, indicating an active metabolism. 

•	 The tissue seems to correspond to the muscle 
of the heart, the 
myocardium, as found 
in other Eucharistic 
miracles. Further, 
this was found to be 
living cardiac muscle. 
Normally after 48 
hours, the tissue dies, 
but this case, three 
months had passed 

before the results could actually be obtained. 
•	 The study concluded that “the event has no natural 

explanation.” 
 On Oct. 12, 2013, Rev. Alejo Zavala Castro, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Chilpancingo-Chilapa, announced 
through a Pastoral Letter the recognition of the 
Eucharistic Miracle that occurred at Tixtla, on Oct. 
21, 2006. In the letter we read: “This manifestation 
brings to us a marvelous sign of the love of God that 
confirms the Real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
…In my role as Bishop of the Diocese, I recognize the 
supernatural character of the series of events relating 
to the Bleeding Host of Tixtla ... I declare the case as 
a “Divine Sign ...” (http://www.therealpresence.org/
eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Tixtla2.pdf ).
 Eucharistic miracles are gifts from God to the 
unswerving Catholic belief in the Real Presence of 
Christ in every Eucharist. Eucharistic miracles serve 
to help people have faith in what they receive. It must 
be said that Eucharistic miracles are to be understood 
as being another way by which God signifies what it is 
we receive and it does so in a way which helps people 
believe that the Holy Spirit truly is at work with the 
Eucharistic species, transforming them so that they 
can present to us the sacramental presence and reality 
of Christ  ©TM

Read more at http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/
scheda.html?nat=italia&wh=ferrara&ct=Ferrara,%201171

The Very Rev. Shoby Chettiyath, V.G., serves as Vicar 
General, Moderator of the Curia, and Vicar for Religious in 
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau. He is Parochial 
Administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, in Nixa, MO. 
For more information, go to http://www.miracolieucaristici.
org/en/liste/list.html. 

of Tixtla Mexico, Oct. 21, 2006
E U C H A R I S T I C  M I R A C L E

ADULT FAITH/ADVERTISING

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES 
of the WORLD
The Very Rev. 
Shoby Chettiyath, V.G.
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NEW EPISODES OF MCC 

FROM THE CAPITOL 

PODCAST:

• Dr. Michael Meehan is the CEO 
of Marygrove, a child welfare 
agency near St. Louis that helps 
children, teens and young adults 
learn how to transcend an 
abusive past or overcome other 

life challenges and move toward a brighter future. In this 
episode, he discusses how individuals and parishes can get 
involved in supporting youth and foster families. 

• Have you ever wondered what the foster parent process 
looks like? Hear one mom’s journey about feeling called 
to foster and eventually adopt a group of siblings. Shelly 
Sconce discusses the surprises and rewards of expanding 
her family in this episode of MCC from the Capitol.

https://mocatholic.org/news-and-events/

mcc-podcast

DIOCESAN NEWS

Springfield                                             

SIFMA Foundation is 
pleased to announce the 
student winners of the 

Fall 2022 Stock Market  Game™ 
competition in Missouri. The top 
two teams with the highest portfolio value—
along  with their teachers and schools—
were honored in the elementary, middle and 
high school  categories.  
 Students participating in SIFMA 
Foundation’s Stock Market Game learn 
first-hand the value of  long-term investing 
via an Online educational program 
used by Missouri teachers to boost the 
knowledge of students in the areas of 
math, economics, and personal finance, 
while also improving their test scores and 
instilling essential skills for financially 
independent futures. 
 Playing individually or in teams of 
up to five, students used a simulation with 
an imaginary  investment of $100,000 to 

trade stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, and exchange-traded 
funds on  the New York Stock 
Exchange and NASDAQ. 
Students conducted research 
and followed global news that 
can impact financial markets, 
then placed trades in real-

time via computer or the SMG smartphone 
App, competing with peers in their 
classroom and with teams across the state 
to increase their portfolio value. In addition, 
students could choose socially responsible 
investments by selecting companies 
in alignment with the Sustainable 
Development Goals of the United Nations, 
for example. 
 “Congratulations to all the student 
teams that reached the top spots this 
semester,” said  Melanie Mortimer, 
President of the SIFMA Foundation. “It’s 
an honor to partner with local  schools 
to provide resources that equip young 
people in our communities with the critically  

important skills they need to succeed in 
their careers and family lives. Our gratitude 
goes out to  the educators who meet the 
highest standards of excellence and who 
have changed the lives of  so many by their 
leadership and passion.” 
 The Stock Market Game curriculum, 
lessons, hands-on student activities, and 
virtual events combine content, critical 
thinking, research, and analytical skills 
in a real-world simulation. The  online 
Teacher Support Center offers more than 
1,000 lesson plans that reinforce Missouri 
teaching standards, STEM requirements, 
and 21st century skills. The lessons and 
professional  development opportunities 
for teachers are designed to help students 
learn the fundamentals  of long-term saving 
and investing. Students enhance their 
knowledge in core curriculum  subjects 
including math, language arts, economics, 
and social studies, and develop life skills  
such as financial preparedness, teamwork, 
and social-emotional learning.    ©TM     

SCHS students place Second in The Stock Market Game™ with outstanding financial performances
ELEMENTARY 
First Place: Truman Elementary School, Pacific 
Second Place: Fordland Middle School, Fordland 
  MIDDLE SCHOOL 
First Place: Rockwood Valley Middle School, Wildwood 
Second Place: Morgan County Middle School, Versailles   

HIGH SCHOOL 
First Place: De Soto Sr. High, De Soto 
Second Place: Springfield Catholic High School,Springfield 

About the SIFMA Foundation 
The SIFMA Foundation is committed to closing the opportunity 
gap by fostering greater  knowledge of the financial markets for 
young people of all backgrounds. Drawing on the support and 
expertise of educators and the financial industry, the Foundation 
provides financial  education to strengthen economic opportunity 
across communities and increase awareness of  the benefits 
of the global marketplace. Since 1977, the Foundation’s most 
notable program,  The Stock Market Game, has guided more 
than 20 million students on their path to financial  independence 
by attaining stronger life skills, improving academic 
achievement, and boosting  their social-emotional learning. For 
more information on the SIFMA Foundation, visit  www.
sifma.org/foundation. 
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ADULT FAITH

By 
George 
Weigel

The Catholic Difference
MEMO TO GEN Z CATHOLICS: 
WHY VATICAN I I  IS STILL IMPORTANT

Mr. Adam Lucas, who is “newly 
married with a baby on the 
way” (mazel tov!) and “has 

a Master’s in Theology,” speaks for a 
depressing number of Gen Z Catholics 
when he writes on the Crisis Website 
that “the world of the 1960s is gone, and 
with it any real relevance of Vatican II.” 
The Council, he concludes, should just 
be ignored: “After all,  aggiornamento 
demands it.” 
 This is so mind-
numbingly wrongheaded 
that one hardly knows 
where to start in 
responding to it. 
 Mr. Lucas’s lament 
seems to be the result of 
a number of blogosphere 
contentions about the 
Council, ignited by two 
Ross Douthat op-eds in 
the New York Times. I 
hope I won’t be thought 
excessively self-referential, 
however, if I note that Mr. 
Lucas fails to mention 
my recent book, To Sanctify the World: 
The Vital Legacy of Vatican II, which is 
being read by large numbers of Gen Z 
seminarians and students. These men 
and women seem to find the book helpful 
in understanding why the Second 
Vatican Council was necessary, what 
it actually taught (wholly unremarked 
in Mr. Lucas’s article), and how 
Vatican II was given its authoritative 
interpretation by two men of the 
Council, Karol Wojtyła and Joseph 

Ratzinger, in their Petrine ministries as 
Pope St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI. Perhaps Mr. Lucas should also have 
a go—and before that baby arrives, after 
which he will get very little sleep for a 
while.
 But in case he doesn’t get around 
to the book, let me briefly outline why 
the Second Vatican Council, far from 
lacking “any real relevance” today, is 
utterly relevant to the chief contentions 

of the moment.   
 What is the bottom-
line issue in the Catholic 
conflict over “synodality”? 
The bottom line, 
whether in Germany or 
in preparations for the 
World Synod of Bishops in 
October 2023, is whether 
divine revelation is real 
and has binding authority 
over time. The most 
vociferous proponents 
of “synodality,” like 
Cardinals Hollerich and 
McElroy, seem to think 

not; they imagine that our contemporary 
experience judges, and corrects, what 
we have been taught by Scripture and 
the Great Tradition of the Church. The 
Second Vatican Council’s, “Dogmatic 
Constitution on Divine Revelation” 
(“Dei Verbum”), robustly affirms that 
God has spoken into history, first to the 
People of Israel and then definitively in 
the person of the Incarnate Word. Do we 
know better than God about what makes 
for human flourishing and beatitude? 

The Council says “No.”  Score one for 
Vatican II.
 What is the bottom-line issue in the 
culture war afflicting western culture 
across the globe? The bottom of 
that bottom line is whether 
human beings are really 
just bundles of desires, 
all of which are morally 
equal and should be 
acknowledged as 
legitimate in the name 
of human rights. By 
contrast, the Second 
Vatican Council’s, “Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World” (“Gaudium 
et Spes”), taught that the truth about 
our humanity is revealed in the life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus Christ. In Christ, we learn that we 
are creatures of a much nobler nature 
and destiny, and that self-giving, not 
self-assertion, is freedom lived in a 
truly human way. Score another one for 
Vatican II.
 Where do we find answers to post-
modernity’s quest for authentic human 
community? Wokery is a world of silos 
in which race-mania, “gender identity,” 
and “-isms” of all sorts are somehow 
supposed to foster living in solidarity. 
Second Vatican Council’s, “Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church” (“Lumen 
Gentium”), teaches that the Church, in 
which “there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male nor female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28) 
is the template (the “sacrament,” as 

the Council put it) of authentic human 
community, the experience of which can 
lead to building solidarity in society.  
Score yet another one for Vatican II.

 How does the West rebuild the 
shattered foundations of its 

culture? The Second Vatican 
Council, as authentically 

interpreted by John 
Paul II and Benedict 
XVI, teaches that a 
great awakening to the 

truths on which our 
civilization was built 

will come through a New 
Evangelization, in which 

every Catholic (as affirmed by 
Lumen Gentium and by the Council’s 
“Decree on the Apostolate of the 
Laity,” [“Apostolicam Actuositatem”]) 
understands himself or herself to 
have been baptized into a missionary 
vocation, bringing others to friendship 
with Jesus Christ.
 Game, set, and match to Vatican II.
 Dear Gen Z brethren: Please stop 
confusing the blogosphere with reality, 
and please read what the Second Vatican 
Council actually taught. You’ll find more 
“relevance” than you imagine — or that 
any of us can deploy in a lifetime.   ©TM     

George Weigel is a Distinguished Senior 
Fellow and William E. Simon Chair in 
Catholic Studies at the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center. George Weigel’s column ‘The 
Catholic Difference’ is syndicated by the 
Denver Catholic, the official publication of 
the Archdiocese of Denver. 
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In faithfulness to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, the Missouri Catholic 
Conference (MCC) seeks through 

education and advocacy to create a 
culture that respects the sanctity and 
dignity of all human life, especially the 
most vulnerable among us. In the light 
of the moral teaching of the Catholic 
Church, the MCC and the Missouri 
bishops call government officials, 
legislators and all citizens to a respectful 
discourse about the challenges facing 
our state and nation. This agenda does 
not reflect all of the MCC’s concerns, but 
those calling for action at this time. 

Protect Human Life 
Recognizing the right to life is the 
foundation for all other human rights, 
the MCC will defend against violent 
attacks on human life, such as abortion, 
euthanasia, experiments involving the 
destruction of human embryos or the 
use of aborted fetal remains, and the 
death penalty. The MCC will support a 
culture of life that provides alternatives 
to abortion for mothers who choose life 
for their children, and alternatives to 
the death penalty, such as incarceration 
that protects the public. “It is impossible 
to further the common good without 
acknowledging and defending the right to 
life, upon which all the other inalienable 
rights of individuals are founded and 
from which they develop.” (Saint John 
Paul II, Gospel of Life, No. 101) 

Welcome and Accompany 
Immigrants and Refugees 
The MCC will bear witness to the 
God-given human dignity of all 
immigrants and refugees, including the 
undocumented and those displaced by 
war, persecution, and natural disasters, 
reminding lawmakers of the right of 
people to migrate to other countries. 
The MCC will urge Congress to enact 
the DREAM Act, immigration reform, 
and provision and funding for refugee 

resettlement. 
“Every stranger 
who knocks at our 

door is an opportunity for an encounter 
with Jesus Christ, who identifies with the 
welcomed and rejected strangers of every 
age.” (Pope Francis, 2017 Message for 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees)

Advance Social and 
Economic Justice for All 
Pope Francis calls for all people to 
hear the cry of the poor and to reform 
“unjust social structures” that deny 
basic necessities and opportunities for 
social and economic advancement. The 
MCC will support adequate funding for 
Medicaid and mental health services, 
protection of social programs that 
benefit the poor, care for creation 
and the environment, and stronger 
consumer protections, including payday 
lending reform. The MCC will also 
support healing of racial and cultural 
divisions while working to build vibrant 
communities that serve the common 
good. “Certainly, it is the proper function 
of authority to arbitrate, in the name 
of the common good, between various 
particular interests; but it should make 
accessible to each what is needed to lead 
a truly human life: food, clothing, health, 
work, education and culture, suitable 
information, the right to establish a 
family, and so on.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, No. 1908)  

Uphold and Strengthen 
Marriage and Family 
Family is the basic cell of human society 
and the foundation of civilized life. 
Presently, the institutions of marriage 
and family are threatened by a culture 
that no longer values authentic marriage 
and stable families. The MCC will 
support legislation and funding for 
programs that encourage two-parent 
families and provide assistance to single 
parents and their children; promote 
responsible parenthood; assist victims 
of domestic violence; and, help families 

who are poor or have children with 
health problems or disabilities. “The 
importance of the family for the life and 
well-being of society entails a particular 
responsibility for society to support and 
strengthen marriage and the family.” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 
2210) 

Defend Religious Liberty 
The Catholic Church at the Second 
Vatican Council proclaimed that the 
freedom to exercise one’s religious faith 
without threat of coercion is grounded 
in the dignity of the human person and 
that no person should be forced to act in 
a manner “contrary to his conscience,” 
(Dignitas Humanae, par. 3). The MCC 
will oppose unjust discrimination 
against people of faith, including the 
targeting or registering of any particular 
faith, and will support religious liberty 
protections in all human rights laws. 
“[T]he right to religious freedom has 
its foundation in the very dignity of the 
human person as this dignity is known 
through the revealed word of God and by 
reason itself.” (Declaration on Religious 
Freedom, No. 2) 

Support Educational 
Opportunities 
All parents have the right, and should 
have opportunities to receive assistance 
when necessary, to choose the schooling 
most beneficial for their children and 
which stands in accord with their moral 
and religious convictions. The MCC 
will support educational opportunities 
for all children in all school settings, be 
they public, private, or religious. The 
MCC will support financial assistance 
so families can meet their children’s 
educational needs, and repeal of 
Constitutional provisions, such as 
Missouri’s Blaine Amendments, that 
discriminate against children who 
attend private and religious schools. “As 
those first responsible for the education 
of their children, parents have the 
right to choose a school for them which 
corresponds to their own convictions.” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 
2229) 

Reform Criminal Justice 
The Catholic Church supports a 
criminal justice system in which the 
offender is held accountable, the victim 
receives support, and the community 
assists the offender in successfully re-
entering society. The MCC will support 
meaningful reforms, such as allowing 
greater judicial discretion in criminal 
sentencing, along with reasonable 
possibilities for parole, and ensuring 
offenders have realistic opportunities 
for employment upon their release. “We 
believe that both victims and offender[s] 
are children of God. Despite their 
very different claims on society, their 
lives and dignity should be protected 
and respected. We seek justice, not 
vengeance.” (U.S. Bishops, A Catholic 
Perspective on Crime and Criminal 
Justice, Nov. 2000) 

Promote Civility and Faith 
in the Democratic Process 
Saint John Paul II said that Democracy 
needs wisdom and virtue if it is to 
flourish. Pope Francis told Congress that 
the chief aim of politics is the common 
good. The MCC will encourage civility 
and bipartisan cooperation among 
elected officials, strong ethical standards 
for those in public office, respect for 
the rule of law, and measures that allow 
citizens to more fully participate in their 
government. “[R]esponsible authority 
also means authority exercised with 
those virtues that make it possible to put 
power into practice as service (patience, 
modesty, moderation, charity, efforts to 
share), an authority exercised by persons 
who are able to accept the common 
good, and not prestige or the gaining of 
personal advantages, as the true goal of 
their work.” (Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, No. 410)

2023 Public Policy Priorities

DIOCESAN NEWS

www.MoCatholic.org
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DIOCESAN NEWS

Cape Girardeau                                             

Healthcare That Comes 
to You!
Justin Davison, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Saint Francis 
Healthcare, Cape Girardeau, welcomed 
Bishop Edward Rice on Feb. 7 to 
bless and dedicate the new Mobile 
Wellness, Saint Francis’s 45-foot 
mobile healthcare coach. Among other 
technologies, the Mobile Wellness 
coach houses a state-of-the-art 3D 
mammography unit as its primary 
service offering. Mobile Wellness will 
travel the region 45-50 weeks of the 
year, removing barriers to care and 
ensuring residents across southeast 
Missouri have access to life-saving 
preventative breast cancer screenings, 
as well as other necessary healthcare 
services.

Need for service
Breast cancer is one of the top four 

cancers affecting the region. One 
in eight women may be diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their lifetime. 
The 2022 Community Health 
Needs Assessment undertaken 
by Saint Francis Healthcare for 
Cape Girardeau, Stoddard, Butler, 
and Scott counties identified 
“Cancer” and “Preventative and 
Screening Services” as two of the top 
priorities to address.  Additionally, 
the assessment found poverty, 
transportation, and healthcare 
availability and accessibility are 
deterrents to receiving screenings 
and needed healthcare.  
 Mobile Wellness will address 
these priorities by bringing 
needed serves to patients in their 
home communities, including 
mammography, as mentioned above.  
 Mobile Wellness will begin 
accepting appointments for locations 
across the region in 2023. At this time, 
there are no scheduled dates.  For more 

information, including access to the 
periodic Community Health Needs 
Assessment reports completed by Saint 
Francis Healthcare System, consult 
https://www.sfmc.net.  ©TM     

BLESSING & DEDICATION—Bishop Edward M. Rice 
blessed and dedicated the new Mobile Wellness 
healthcare coach on Feb. 7.  (The Mirror) 

Bishop blesses Mobile Wellness at 
Saint Francis Medical Center

Justin Davison, President & CEO of Saint 
Francis Healthcare with Bishop Edward M. 
Rice.  (The Mirror) 

Cape Girardeau

Notre Dame Regional High School presents Disney’s 
“The Little Mermaid.” Performances will be held on 
March 30, March 31, April 1, and April 2. Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday shows will begin at 7 p.m., while the Sunday 
performance will be a family-friendly matinee beginning at 3 
p.m. Doors will open at 2 p.m. on Sunday for face painting. 
 Based on one of Hans Christian Andersen’s most beloved 
stories and the classic animated film, Disney’s “The Little 
Mermaid” is a hauntingly beautiful love story for the ages. 
With music by eight-time Academy Award winner, Alan 
Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman, and Glenn Slater and a 
compelling book by Doug Wright, this fishy fable will capture 
your heart with its irresistible songs, including “Under the 
Sea,” “Kiss the Girl,” and “Part of Your World.” 
 Ariel, King Triton’s youngest daughter, wishes to pursue 
the human Prince Eric in the world above, bargaining with the 
evil sea witch, Ursula, to trade her tail for legs. But the bargain 
is not what it seems, and Ariel needs the help of her colorful 
friends, Flounder the fish, Scuttle the seagull, and Sebastian 
the crab to restore order under the sea. 
 Tickets are $15 and go on sale Feb. 27, 2023. Tickets can 
be purchased Online at www.notredamehighschool.org/
musical.  ©TM    

‘The Little Mermaid” at Notre 
Dame Regional High School
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DIOCESAN NEWS

By Paula Wright                                    Conway, MO                                              

For almost 50 years during the 
summer, Catholic children and 
young people attending the 

week-long Camp Re-NEW-All sessions 
in the Diocese have learned about 
God, themselves, and what it means 
to be Catholic. Sessions are held in 
Fredericktown and prior to this 2023 
season, also in Cassville.
 “We are excited to move to this new 
facility which is owned by a Catholic 
Deacon and his family,” said Lynn 
Melendez, Director, Office of Youth 
Ministry. “Although the facility is available 
to all different types of groups, they are 
very accommodating and supportive of 
our mission. Camp Re-NEW-All staff 
seek to facilitate a summer camp program 
which:
•	 draws children into a personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ 
through the beauty of God’s 
creation and through Christian 
friendship;

•	 walks with children on their 
journey of seeking and growing in 
relationship with Jesus through 
the Catholic faith;

•	 encourages them to boldly live and 
share their faith with others.” 

 Surrounded by the beauty of nature, 
while interacting with other campers 
and staff members, campers deepen their 
relationship with God and grow in their 
Catholic faith, aided by the sacraments 
and age-appropriate religious formation. 
They also form life-long friendships.
 This summer, Camp Re-NEW-All 

will host summer sessions at “Camp 
Carlo,” at the Osage Branch 
Retreat Center in Conway, 
MO, rather than at Roaring 
River State Park, in Cassville. 
The camp and retreat center 
are located along a branch 
of the Gasconade River in 
Laclede County. The location features 
many fantastic amenities that include a 
swimming pool, beautiful and easy river 
access, an extra-large cafeteria, a chapel, 
and an outdoor amphitheater. 
 The campground, which has been 
around since the 1940s, was purchased by 
Deacon Mark Wand in 2019. Since that 
time, Wand and his family have made 
updates while maintaining the original 
charm.
 “It has been a labor of love that has 
brought our family even closer,” said 
Erica Wand-Dukes, Camp Director, and 
daughter of Deacon Wand. “The forest, 
riverbed, and bluffs are so peaceful. As my 
dad says, ‘It’s a place you find friends and 
make connections.’”
 Camp Re-NEW-All offers many fun 
activities including sports, swimming, 
crafts, and music. The summer camp is 
open to children going into the 5th, 6th, 
7th, 8th, and 9th grades in the fall of 2023. 
There are three sessions held at Camp 
St. Vincent, in Fredericktown, and three 
sessions at Camp Carlo at Osage Branch 
Retreat Center, in Conway. 
 Registration opens Feb. 20 and 
some sessions do fill up quickly! For more 
information, and to register Online, visit 
the Website at https://dioscg.org/youth-
ministry, or call Linda Glendenning in the 
diocesan office at (417) 866-0841.  ©TM     

Campers to enjoy new location for Camp Re-NEW-All this summer

Registration 

opens Feb. 20
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