
SYNTHESIS OF THE PARISH SYNOD CONSULTATION SESSION 

PARISH NAME: ___________________________________ PARISH CITY: _________________________ 

How many consultation sessions were held at the parish? _____________  

On what date(s) was the session held? _____________________________________________________ 

About how many participants attended? ___________________________________________________ 

How were invitations issued?  

How did you invite and connect with those at risk of being excluded or those on the peripheries? Were 
there any groups of people whose participation was especially noteworthy and why?  

Were there specific groups of people who did not participate and why (if known) did they not 
participate?  

Through the consultation session, what were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is 
journeying with people to “grow in holiness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “grow in holiness”?  



What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is “forming intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “form intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is responding to the commission of: 
“being sent forth to witness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church is responding to the commission of: “being sent forth to witness”?  

During the overall consultation process, what dispositions, attitudes, or feeling were notable? What 

tensions or disagreements emerged from the listening process?  What was significant, surprising or 

unexpected during the consultation session? What new perspectives or horizons opened up? What were 

the fruits that the Holy Spirit brought about through this experience?  



What did participants have to say about areas where the Church or your parish is in need of healing and 

conversion in its spiritual life, culture, attitudes, structures, pastoral practices, relationships, and 

missionary outreach?  

What dreams, desires, and aspirations for the church were expressed by participants? 


	PARISH NAME: Southern Missouri Cursillo
	PARISH CITY: East Diocese
	How many consultation sessions were held at the parish: 1
	On what dates was the session held: 5/21/2022
	About how many participants attended: 40
	Text1: 525.  This is our Cursillo email list.  The number of attendees was a little lower than we normally have at our monthly meeting, probably due to weather.  It was still a good turnout I thought, and those that were therer were excited to be part of the process.
	Text2: This was Fr. Rick Jones idea - to hold one of these sessions for those involved in Cursillo.  It was held during a regularly scheduled Cursillo "Ultreya".  These are held monthly and are part of the Cursillo method.  Emails were sent out to all Cursillista's in the diocese.  

Note: We re-worded the questions to replace the word "Parish" with the word "Cursillo".  Please keep that in mind when reading the responses.
	Text4: In Cursillo we share in small groups, which helps us to stay on track in our piety.  We build personal relationsips in Cursillo.  In our small groups we have accountability by reporting on our piety weekly.  Cursillo is consistant with small groups, Ulteya, and School of Leaders.  We learn holiness from one another, sharing the good and the bad.  We learn perserverance and we feel like we are part of the body of the Church.  We focus on the fundamentals of being Christian, which mesh exactly with the goals of the Diocese.  Through the Cursillo method, holiness is attainable for everyone.  Practical, easy, consistent.
	Text5: We wish we could get better clergy attendance at Ultreyas that are held monthly.  Not everyone who has attended Cursillo is active - wish they were.  Frustration with spreading the word and getting the word out about Cursillo.  We need to reach out better to our Cursillistas and future Cursillistas, but not sure how.  Small groups should try to invite more people to attend them and be more open.
	Text6: We hold each other accountable in our growing relationship with Jesus Christ.  Cursillo gives a community to be able to espress my Catholic faith and not feel persecuted.  Free to be ourselves and to be open and willing to ask questions and learn from one another.  Small groups are the key - it is a safe place to talk about our intimate relationship with Christ.  It helps us stay on the journy and gowing in our faith.  We have "virtuous friendships" in Cursillo.  The Cursillo method answers this question of forming intentional disciples.  We should somehow keep up with our newly confirmed and help them to the next level of holiness.  We need to go out and visit with our fellow Catholics and help to get them to Church on Sundays.
	Text7: We want more PASSION from our priests and more direct preaching/explanation of what we TRULY BELIEVE.  Elevate the word of God and the Body of Christ.  We could do a better job "advertising" Cursillo.  Sometime Cursillo seems like a "secret group", and it puts people off.  We should reach out to those who have fallen away from Cursillo and welcome them back.  We have heard some don't feel "worthy" or "aren't holy enough" from Cursillo.  That misconception needs to be fixed.
	Text8: In Cursillo, this is called "apostolic action".  Teaches us to see Christ in others.  Through Ultreya Cursillo brings regional parishes together.  Our spirit of boldness is reignited - bold and loving to all we encounter.  We pray for one another and keep in contact through our small groups, text groups, and email.  We know what is going on in each others lives.  We have physically and mentally disabled persons active in our Cursillo small groups.  We try to not make money an obstacle to attending a Cursillo - open to all that can receive the sacraments.  Our members are all asked to perform Apostolic Action, and they report back weekly to their small groups.  We had mentioned such things as working at the food pantry, Church Women United, crisis maternity, parish boards.  The Cursillo motto is, "Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ."
	Text9: The real challenge?  How do we get our Catholic community to want to grow in their faith?  We have the method, and it works.  The message that God loves everyone and wants them to be happy, needs to be known and felt by all Catholics.
	Text3: Those who were not in the Cape Girardeau region did not participate.
	Text11: There was frustration on the part of many participants that we cannot seem to share with more people that this works, and it gives them a better relationship with Jesus and others.  It then, of course makes them happier people. 

How to get that word out?  Has everyone (or anyone besides Bishop Rice) in the Catholic Center attended Cursillo?  There is a men's session in Carthage on October 20-23, and there are plans for a womens session in Carthage early next year (or sooner if there is an intense interest).  In Fredericktown there are weekends for men and women in November and December.  https://dioscg.org/cursillo-3/

	Text10: Honestly, the surprise I had was how incredibly well the Cursillo method integrated with our diocesan goals.  There were no notable attitudes.  
	Text12: There is an overwhelming desire to see a growth in holiness in the Church.  We want people to be happy, and Jesus is the Way.
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