
SYNTHESIS OF THE PARISH SYNOD CONSULTATION SESSION 

PARISH NAME: ___________________________________ PARISH CITY: _________________________ 

How many consultation sessions were held at the parish? _____________  

On what date(s) was the session held? _____________________________________________________ 

About how many participants attended? ___________________________________________________ 

How were invitations issued?  

How did you invite and connect with those at risk of being excluded or those on the peripheries? Were 
there any groups of people whose participation was especially noteworthy and why?  

Were there specific groups of people who did not participate and why (if known) did they not 
participate?  

Through the consultation session, what were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is 
journeying with people to “grow in holiness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “grow in holiness”?  



What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is “forming intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “form intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is responding to the commission of: 
“being sent forth to witness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church is responding to the commission of: “being sent forth to witness”?  

During the overall consultation process, what dispositions, attitudes, or feeling were notable? What 

tensions or disagreements emerged from the listening process?  What was significant, surprising or 

unexpected during the consultation session? What new perspectives or horizons opened up? What were 

the fruits that the Holy Spirit brought about through this experience?  



What did participants have to say about areas where the Church or your parish is in need of healing and 

conversion in its spiritual life, culture, attitudes, structures, pastoral practices, relationships, and 

missionary outreach?  

What dreams, desires, and aspirations for the church were expressed by participants? 


	PARISH NAME: St. Francis Xavier
	PARISH CITY: Sikeston
	How many consultation sessions were held at the parish: 3
	On what dates was the session held: 5/12/22, 5/15/22 & 5/20/22
	About how many participants attended: 45
	Text1: Approximately 400 nvitations were mailed to anyone who is or has formerly been associated with our parish. Announcements were made after Mass for several Sundays. Information was posted on Facebook as well as in the weekly bulletin. In some instances personal phone calls were made to invite former parishoners.
	Text2: Invitations were sent to anyone who was an active member as well as former members of the parish. Some personal invitations were made by phone/face to face.

Two former parishoners attended. One member is loooking to return and the other has no desire to return to the Catholic church but has an interest in the church making improvments. Both participants were honest and kind through the process. Both appeared to leave the process with hope.
	Text4: The following themes were mentioned at a higher rate than others over the course of all three sessions: Having a priest that is dedicated to one parish is beneficial. In addition, fellowship opportunities, church groups and projects are ways that the church helps parishoners grow in holiness. Connecting with other parishoners, inside and outside of our families is importnt.
	Text5: The lack of fellowship as a whole at StFX is concerning. There is a need for groups, adult and youth, fellowship, and service projects at StFX. There is currently a feeling of seperation, specfically between class, race and age amonst our fellow parishoners.. We need to be more welcoming to those we attend church with and those who are visitors/newcomers.
	Text6: Mass, the sacraments and following the Catholic doctrine.
	Text7: We, as a parish, aren't welcoming. We desire fellowship but exclude those who do not have strong family support, interfaith couples, divorced people and unwed parents.
	Text8: We participate in community volunteer projects. We also bring to the sick and the poor.
	Text9: We should work with other community churches. We need to improve on being inviting & welcoming while still maintaining our core beliefs.
	Text3: Former parishoners. They were invited but most did not attend. 
	Text11: We continually talked about the need to be inviting and welcoming. We are open to the need for fellowship and to participate outside of Mass. We need to connect to other churches on service projects, not as individuals, but as a parish. We have a lot of room for growth. The new priest, who is energetic and dedicated to our parish, can help get us where we need to be. There are many who do not feel welcome. Specifically, there have been instances when StFX parishoners felt excluded from using facilities.
	Text10: Participants were open and honest. Some that rarely speak, did. Others that speak frequently remained quieter than usual. Some were offended and shared grievances outside of the session. Overall, ideas were shared. 

We, as a parish, understand that we need fellowship. We need something outside of Mass to really get connected to one another. It sounds like we are all waiting for someone else to take charge. We have been lost for a long time.  The most surprising thing is that so many of us feel this way. We seem to overwhelmingly want the same things, connection to oe another. We are extremly dependent on leadership.
	Text12: Large Groups
Small Groups
Youth Groups
Dinner Club
Evening Bible Stidy

Ultimately, StFX parishoners desire fellowship. We want to connect with one another, know one another and grow with one another. The strengths and weaknesses of our parish seemed to overwhelmingly be centered around being excluded and wanting to connect.
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