
SYNTHESIS OF THE PARISH SYNOD CONSULTATION SESSION 

PARISH NAME: ___________________________________ PARISH CITY: _________________________ 

How many consultation sessions were held at the parish? _____________  

On what date(s) was the session held? _____________________________________________________ 

About how many participants attended? ___________________________________________________ 

How were invitations issued?  

How did you invite and connect with those at risk of being excluded or those on the peripheries? Were 
there any groups of people whose participation was especially noteworthy and why?  

Were there specific groups of people who did not participate and why (if known) did they not 
participate?  

Through the consultation session, what were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is 
journeying with people to “grow in holiness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “grow in holiness”?  



What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is “forming intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “form intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is responding to the commission of: 
“being sent forth to witness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church is responding to the commission of: “being sent forth to witness”?  

During the overall consultation process, what dispositions, attitudes, or feeling were notable? What 

tensions or disagreements emerged from the listening process?  What was significant, surprising or 

unexpected during the consultation session? What new perspectives or horizons opened up? What were 

the fruits that the Holy Spirit brought about through this experience?  



What did participants have to say about areas where the Church or your parish is in need of healing and 

conversion in its spiritual life, culture, attitudes, structures, pastoral practices, relationships, and 

missionary outreach?  

What dreams, desires, and aspirations for the church were expressed by participants? 


	PARISH NAME: St. Joseph 
	PARISH CITY: Billings
	How many consultation sessions were held at the parish: 2
	On what dates was the session held: Sunday April 24th; Saturday May 14th
	About how many participants attended: 15; 20 (all attendees - including religious, leader, etc)
	Text1: Weekly bulletin announcements & one-time bulletin flyer.  Multiple pulpit invitations during announcements.  Postcards sent to 330 non-active parishioners.  Additional invitations were issued on social media and by personal invitation.
	Text2: Active parishioners were informed - bulletin and pulpit information and invitation.  Non-active parishioners were contacted via mail.  Invitations were given to people who receive food through the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry and personal invitations were made to those visited by the Sisters in their daily evangelization.Participation was small.  No noteworthy groups.
	Text4: RCIA, Advent and Lent study programs, adult education classes, PSR.Enjoy coming together with like-minded people.  Small groups are important.  But so are large group events that bring together parishioners from across all Mass times. 
	Text5: Church can be intimidating or overwhelming.  Public wants to be "entertained" at a worship service.Church can be too rigid with rules.  Is there a reason for a rule (education needed) or are we just "doing what we've always done"?More education needed - Some do not believe in the Real Presence.  Apologetics class would be helpful.  Can't properly evangelize if you do not know and understand Church teachings.Small town, can be click-ish.
	Text6: Family gathered PSR sessions - gathering of parents AND children.  Sacramental preparation.Parish offerings - Daily Mass, Adoration.Small groups, adult education classes.
	Text7: Parishioner response & involvement is lacking.Some parishioners or parish groups are not accepting of new ideas.Life is busy.  Secular life activities make it hard for some parishioners to be as involved as they'd like to be.
	Text8: Involved in Billings Ministerial Alliance - group of community churches from all denominations.  Fish Fries available to entire community.  Active participation in annual community fair and trunk-or-treat.St Vincent de Paul Food Pantry.Online Mass options for those unable to physically attend in-person Mass.Senior Christmas Dinner.
	Text9: Common misconceptions or misunderstandings of Catholic teaching.
	Text3: To my knowledge, no specific groups of parishioners chose not to participate.  Overall participation was low.
	Text11: Small groups were talked about in nearly all sections.  Would like to see these increase.  Consider small groups for each life stage - group for young adults, retired adults, single adults, etc.  Continue to encourage and promote a welcoming atmosphere.  Speak to new parishioners.  Encourage regular parishioners to visit after Mass.  Call and check in with parishioners who have missed Mass.Be aware of what other (larger) parishes are offering.  Some of the larger parishes can offer additional programs and/or nationally known speakers that the smaller parishes are not able to facilitate.Ministry outreach - Create parishioner yard signs.  "Member of XXX Parish - Mass Times XXX".  Easy, non-threatening way to promote local parish.Mention of a local walk for life, Eucharistic procession.Consider taking an anonymous poll to see what parishioners believe.  These answers can be used to target parish education.  Need to be personally informed to be good evangelists.
	Text10: Sunday session (first session) was emotional for several participants.  It was hard to stay on topic and keep moving.  Most participants had a story they felt passionate about and compelled to share.Saturday session (second session) was very fruitful.  Great group of participants.  Nearly comments were positive.  Good suggestions to implement.
	Text12: Increased call to holiness.  Increased participation from parish.  Increased outreach to community.
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