
SYNTHESIS OF THE PARISH SYNOD CONSULTATION SESSION 

PARISH NAME: ___________________________________ PARISH CITY: _________________________ 

How many consultation sessions were held at the parish? _____________  

On what date(s) was the session held? _____________________________________________________ 

About how many participants attended? ___________________________________________________ 

How were invitations issued?  

How did you invite and connect with those at risk of being excluded or those on the peripheries? Were 
there any groups of people whose participation was especially noteworthy and why?  

Were there specific groups of people who did not participate and why (if known) did they not 
participate?  

Through the consultation session, what were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is 
journeying with people to “grow in holiness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “grow in holiness”?  



What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is “forming intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church journeys together to “form intentional disciples”?  

What were some of the positive descriptions of how the Church is responding to the commission of: 
“being sent forth to witness”?   

What were some of the challenges, disappointments, or frustrations conveyed, in describing how the 
Church is responding to the commission of: “being sent forth to witness”?  

During the overall consultation process, what dispositions, attitudes, or feeling were notable? What 

tensions or disagreements emerged from the listening process?  What was significant, surprising or 

unexpected during the consultation session? What new perspectives or horizons opened up? What were 

the fruits that the Holy Spirit brought about through this experience?  



What did participants have to say about areas where the Church or your parish is in need of healing and 

conversion in its spiritual life, culture, attitudes, structures, pastoral practices, relationships, and 

missionary outreach?  

What dreams, desires, and aspirations for the church were expressed by participants? 


	PARISH NAME: St. Susanne's
	PARISH CITY: Mount Vernon
	How many consultation sessions were held at the parish: 1
	On what dates was the session held: May 11, 2022
	About how many participants attended: 10
	Text1: Bulletin, announcements at church, FaceBook, announcements at various group meetings.
	Text2: Many of those in attendance were on the Parish Council, Finance Committee, Food Pantry Board, Knights of Columbus, Parish Council of Catholic Women.  
	Text4: Parish mission campaigns are open to everyone, inclusive of all personalities. 
Having sign up sheets and "job fairs" for various church responsibilties.
Participating in various church organizations allows us to get to know and understand one another and people's life stories.
Prayer list helps us know who is need of prayer.
Hosting the food pantry helps us better understand the needs in the community and reach out to other people.
	Text5: Few people do the jobs of many.
New parishoners not knowing what or how to be involved in groups.
Youth struggles because there are few Catholics in our area.
We need more events like NCYC.
There is a lack of community understanding of the Catholic Church.
We don't have an adult formation/faith group.
We don't communicate often with other parishes in SWMO.

	Text6: We follow Father Seriah's guidance.
We call people if we haven't seen them in mass for an extended period of time.
Youth formation in Parish School of Religion.
Many of us reach out to social media for lessons or answers to Catholocism.
	Text7: Parishoners with younger children have a more difficult time participating in the parish.
We need to do a better job of actively welcoming visitors to our church.
We lack social events (outside of fundraisers).
Our directory is outdated.
Difficult to get parishoners to sign up for various ministries at church. We have the same people doing many jobs. People get burned out.

	Text8: In the past Vacation Bible School has been participated in with other churches in our town. 
The food pantry is for anyone living in the school district that is in need.
The fish fries (and other fundraisers) are advertised in the newspaper and on FaceBook to encourage community to attend.
Prior to Covid, we offered communion to the homebound.
We sponsor hygiene items for the high school.
PCCW helps pay for any of our parishoners to attend Camp ReNewAll.
	Text9: We do not participate in community events as a parish (Apple Butter Makin' Days, Trunk-or-Treats, Church on the Square, parades)
We are quiet and there are few of us in the community.
	Text3: There were not any of our younger parishoners (under 40) in attendance. 
	Text11: We struggle with the general community understanding the Catholic faith.
We often feel like we are on an island in Mt.Vernon without other Catholics, especially our youth in the area. 
We also feel like we don't have a connection with the diocese unless there is a need for a financial campaign.
Having a shared priest makes many aspects difficult and puts a lot on the priests.
	Text10: There was a lot of discussion about the lack of volunteers. There was a disagreement on what it means to be an active member and forming intentional disciples.  Some felt it was just coming to church and participating. Others felt it was contributing to the church in some way. We learned that there are people that don't know what ministries are available in the parish.
	Text12: An in-house priest.
Area activities for our youth.
A more robust involvement with a ministerial council with the local churches.
More involvement from others in the parish.
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